The European Guitar Builders e. V.
MEMBERSHIP ORDINANCE
Each membership application is evaluated individually by the board. As the EGB is beginning to
gain attention internationally as a professional organization the criteria for full membership
need to be defined more detailed and enforced strictly. The purpose of this membership
ordinance is to define some criteria more clearly for new applicants.
1. What is a ‘professional’ luthier?
• has a legally established business as guitarbuilder (or the similar appropriate name) under the
individual country’s regulations (= can provide a registration number with the chamber of
commerce or similar artisanal organisations, or has a VAT number for the business).
• makes a living as guitarbuilder — we understand if someone has to substitute the income, but
the focus should be on building (and repairing) as the main profession.
• the luthier has been in business for at least 3 years (this criterion was approved by the General
Assembly in October 2016), meaning at the time of the application the luthier needs to be in
his/her 4th year of business in the current calender year
If the applicant lives in a country which does not require registration (due to small business
regulations or such) other criteria will be considered:
• membership in other professional organizations like NAMM
• dealer or distributor representation
If none of this is applicable the application will be looked at more thoroughly on an indvidual
basis by a board member
2. What is the Endorsement that is required on the application form?
A current EGB member must endorse the applicant for membership. This member should be
familiar with the work of the applicant to be able to give some information about him/her. We
don’t need to know who told you about EGB but rather who is in support of your application to
full membership. The endorser will be contacted to confirm this recommendation and to follow
up on the application.
Should an applicant not have anyone able to endorse his/her application a board member will
audit the application closely, have a conversation with the applicant and — if appropriate —
provide the endorsement.
3. Renewal procedures
Our bylaws specify that members commit to paying their membership fees. Non-payment of fees
until March 1 of the current business year is grounds for expulsion. Chasing down noncompliant members is a hassle and takes a tremendous amount of time.
Membership fees are billed annually before the beginning of the year and payment is expected
in a timely manner. Non-payment of fees means that the member won’t receive additional
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member services in that year and the membership will be terminated in accordance with the bylaws.
4. Additional Member services
Each year the board decides which activities and services are considered additional member
services. These are services that generate cost and are therefore only available to members, who
are current with the payment of their membership fees. Some of them might only be accessible
to full members or might require board approval for support members (i.e. participating in EGB
group exhibits).
5. Procedure for full membership applications
• Submit your application
• Applications received are processed always in the last week of the month
• Membership coordinator will look over the application and clear any immediate questions,
check with the endorser, and have a personal chat with the applicant (phone)
• Board receives the application for approval
• Applicant is informed about the decision
Support membership applications will be reviewed by the board for approval also once a month.
6. What does it mean to be an EGB full member — The EGB Creed
This will be worked on over the coming months and an update will be published.
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