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What is the purpose of this guide?
This guide has been written by Madinter to inform manufacturers and traders of
guitars and other musical instruments about CITES regulations, the changes they
have undergone and their implications for the music industry.
Recent changes in CITES legislation have meant that several species of wood
commonly used in instrument construction will now be controlled by CITES and
will require permits in order to be exported and imported. Another important
change is the inclusion of finished products, such as guitars, containing wood of
any species of Dalbergia or Bubinga (Guibourtia demeusei, Guibourtia
pellegriniana and Guibourtia tessmannii).
This implies that manufacturers and traders of musical instruments must declare
their stocks of the different species of Dalbergias (Rosewoods, African
Blackwood, Cocobolo, etc.) and Bubinga, and must process CITES permits to
sell instruments containing these woods outside the European Union.
This guide aims to inform and assist manufacturers and dealers of musical
instruments so that they can adapt to the new regulations.
Important notes:
This guide is directed to the music industry. Therefore, it mainly deals with the
species used in the manufacture of musical instruments.
The guide focuses on the changes that CITES has undergone after the CoP 17
conference held in South Africa between September and October 2016, which
will start applying on January 2nd, 2017. It does not go into detail on CITES
regulations that were already in place prior to this date.
One of the most important changes is the inclusion of all species of the
Dalbergia family (Rosewoods, African Blackwood, Cocobolo, etc.) in CITES
Appendix II. Brazilian Rosewood (Dalbergia nigra) is the only species of
Dalbergia that has been in Appendix I of CITES since 1992, and therefore
requires a CITES permit for any type of transaction or movement. As this has not
been one of the changes in CoP 17, this guide does not go into detail about
Dalbergia nigra.
CITES regulations apply to all CITES member countries; however this guide has
been written in Spain, and the precise instructions we give on how to proceed
are addressed to companies and individuals resident in Spain. In other
countries, procedures may vary slightly. You should direct any questions on the
precise procedures you must follow in your country to your national CITES
authority. Find a complete list through the following link:
https://cites.org/eng/cms/index.php/component/cp
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What is CITES?
CITES (the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora) is an international agreement for the conservation of the
fauna and flora of our planet. Its purpose is to ensure that international trade in
specimens of animals and plants does not constitute a threat to their survival. To
this end, CITES subjects international trade in certain species to certain controls.
There are currently more than 35,000 species of animals and plants in CITES,
approximately 30,000 species of plants and 5,000 species of animals.

Appendices and annotations
All the species controlled by CITES are listed in 3 appendices, depending on the
degree of protection they require, and they may or may not have an
annotation.

The Appendices:

Appendix III
Appendix III includes species that are protected in at least one country, which
has requested the assistance of the rest of the countries in CITES to control the
trade of the species.
Examples:

Graptemys spp

Brazilian cedar (Cedrela odorata)

Appendix II
Appendix II includes species that are not necessarily endangered, but their
trade must be controlled in order to prevent overexploitation.
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Examples:

Crocodiles

Madgascar Rosewood (Dalbergia
baronii)

Appendix I
Endangered species are listed in Appendix I. Trade of specimens of these
species is authorized only under exceptional circumstances.
Examples:

Ivory

Brazilian Rosewood (Dalbergia Nigra)

Annotations
Sometimes, a species that is included in one of the CITES appendices, may also
have an annotation. The annotations say that the trade of a species in a
certain form is controlled by CITES, but in another form it is not.
Example:
Brazilian Cedar (Cedrela odorata)
Appendix II. Annotation #5: Logs, sawn wood and veneer sheets.
In this case, Brazilian Cedar logs, sawn wood and veneer sheets are in CITES.
However, a finished product, such as a guitar that has a Brazilian Cedar neck, is
not controlled by CITES.
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Species used in guitar manufacturing
Several of the species that are commonly used in guitar construction are in the
CITES appendices, and some of them have different annotations.
As of January 2nd, 2017, all species of Dalbergia are in CITES Appendix II, as well
as Bubinga (Guibourtia demeusei, Guibourtia pellegriniana and Guibourtia
tessmannii). Some species of Dalbergia that were already in CITES have had
their annotation changed. In this table we can see the most frequently used
species in the manufacturing of guitars and other musical instruments,
according to the legislation that will be in place starting January 2nd, 2017:
Species
Bubinga
Guibourtia
demeusei,
Guibourtia
pellegriniana o
Guibourtia tessmannii
Brazilian Cedar
Cedrela odorata

American Mahogany
Swietenia
macrophylla

Cocobolo
Dalbergia retusa

Madagascar
Rosewood
Dalbergia baronii

Indian Rosewood
Dalbergia latifolia

African Blackwood
Dalbergia
melanoxylon

Appendix
Appendix II
A permit is necessary for
exports / imports. Only
when we buy or sell
outside the EU.

Annotation
#15
The permit is necessary both
for raw wood and for finished
products, such as guitars.

Appendix III
A permit is necessary for
exports / imports. Only
when we buy or sell
outside the EU.
Appendix II
A permit is necessary for
exports / imports. Only
when we buy or sell
outside the EU.

#5
The permit is necessary for
logs, sawn wood and veneer
sheets. NOT for finished
products, such as guitars.
#6
The permit is necessary for
logs, sawn wood and veneer
sheets and plywood. NOT for
finished products, such as
guitars.
#15
The permit is necessary both
for raw wood and for finished
products, such as guitars.
*See exceptions in page 8.
#15
The permit is necessary both
for raw wood and for finished
products, such as guitars.

Appendix II
A permit is necessary for
exports / imports. Only
when we buy or sell
outside the EU.
Appendix II
A permit is necessary for
exports / imports. Only
when we buy or sell
outside the EU.
Appendix II
A permit is necessary for
exports / imports. Only
when we buy or sell
outside the EU.
Appendix II
A permit is necessary for
exports / imports. Only
when we buy or sell
outside the EU.

#15
The permit is necessary both
for raw wood and for finished
products, such as guitars.
#15
The permit is necessary both
for raw wood and for finished
products, such as guitars.
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Honduran Rosewood
Dalbergia stevensonii

Pernambuco
Caesalpinia
echinata

Brazilian Rosewood
Dalbergia Nigra

Appendix II
A permit is necessary for
exports / imports. Only
when we buy or sell
outside the EU.
Appendix II
A permit is necessary for
exports / imports. Only
when we buy or sell
outside the EU.

Appendix I
A permit is ALWAYS
necessary, for all
transactions and
movements, international
and local.

International Edition 2017
#15
The permit is necessary both
for raw wood and for finished
products, such as guitars.
#10
The permit is necessary for
logs, sawn wood and veneer
sheets and unfinished wood
articles used for the
fabrication of bows for
stringed musical instruments.
NOT for finished products,
such as violin bows.
No annotation
A permit is ALWAYS
necessary, for any product
containing any amount or
form of Dalbergia nigra.

This is not a complete list, it only mentions some of the commonly used species
for building guitars and other instruments. Use the following link to access the
complete list of all species included in the CITES appendices, with their
appendix and annotation:
https://cites.org/eng/app/2017/E-Appendices-2017-01-02.pdf
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Changes on CITES regulations starting January 2nd, 2017
Between September 24th and October 5th 2016, some changes in CITES
regulations were agreed at the CITES CoP 17 conference in Johannesburg,
South Africa. The updated regulations will be applicable starting on January 2 nd
2017.
The most significant changes for the music industry are:
-

Inclusion of all species of Dalbergia in CITES II.
Inclusion of Bubinga (Guibourtia demeusei, Guibourtia pellegriniana and
Guibourtia tessmannii) in CITES II.
The assignment of an annotation # 15 to Bubinga (Guibourtia demeusei,
Guibourtia pellegriniana and Guibourtia tessmannii) and to all species of
Dalbergia (except the Dalbergia nigra, which is the only one in Appendix
I of CITES, without annotation).

What do these changes entail?
Until now, only a few species of Dalbergia were in CITES, such as Madagascar
Rosewood (Dalbergia baronii) and Cocobolo (Dalbergia retusa). As of January
2nd, 2017, all species of the Dalbergia family, such as Indian Rosewood
(Dalbergia latifolia) or African Blackwood (Dalbergia melanoxylon) and also
Bubinga (Guibourtia demeusei, Guibourtia pellegriniana and Guibourtia
tessmannii), are included in CITES Appendix II.
Even more important is the change of annotation. Until now, even Dalbergia
species that were already on CITES II, such as Madagascar Rosewood and
Cocobolo had a # 5 or # 6 annotation. From now on, all Dalbergias will have a
# 15 annotation.
This means that, until now, the CITES permit was only necessary to export or
import raw wood, but it was not necessary for finished products. As of January
2nd, 2017, a permit is required to export and import finished products containing
wood of any species of Dalbergia or Bubinga (Guibourtia demeusei, Guibourtia
pellegriniana and Guibourtia tessmannii), such as a guitars.

Exceptions
Annotation # 15, which has been assigned to all species of Dalbergia and
Bubinga (Guibourtia demeusei, Guibourtia pellegriniana and Guibourtia
tessmannii), includes the following exceptions:
a) Leaves, flowers, pollen, fruits and seeds; (Excluded)
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This means that we can export and import these parts of the plant
without a CITES permit. This exception has no implications for the music
industry.
b) Non-commercial exports of a maximum total weight of 10 kg per
shipment; (Excluded)
This exception allows a person to travel to any country in the world with a
finished product containing less than 10 kg of a Rosewood (Dalbergia) or
a Bubinga (Guibourtia demeusei, Guibourtia pellegriniana or Guibourtia
tessmannii) without a CITES permit, as long as there is no commercial
transaction of the product.
An example: a musician will be able to travel to any country with his
Indian Rosewood guitar without needing a CITES permit, as long as he
does not sell the guitar during the trip. It is not a problem if the musician
earns money by playing his guitar abroad, as that would not constitute a
commercial transaction of the instrument.
c) Parts and derivatives of Dalbergia cochinchinensis, which are covered
by Annotation # 4;
Dalbergia cochinchinensis parts that are listed in CITES annotation # 4
can be exported and imported without a permit. These parts are seeds,
spores, flowers and other elements that are not used in musical
instruments.
d) Parts and derivatives of Dalbergia spp. originating and exported from
Mexico, which are covered by Annotation # 6.
Finished products that have been manufactured in Mexico with
Dalbergia wood from Mexico can be exported and imported without a
permit. This means that, for example, if a guitar is made in Mexico with
Cocobolo wood (Dalbergia retusa) that has grown in Mexico, this guitar
will not need a CITES permit to be sold in any country.
Important: This exception only covers this particular case. A permit is
required for:
• Raw Dalbergia wood (logs, sawn wood, veneer sheets, plywood…)
exported from Mexico.
• A guitar that has been manufactured in another country, for
example in Spain, with Dalbergia wood from Mexico.
• A guitar that has been made in Mexico with Dalbergia wood from
another country, for example, with Indian Rosewood (Dalbergia
latifolia) from India.
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How does CITES affect me?
As a manufacturer or trader of musical instruments, it is very likely that at some
point you will be dealing with wood or instruments made from one of the woods
controlled by CITES.
It is important that you know how to declare your existing stocks of these
woods, when it is necessary to process a CITES permit, and how to carry out the
necessary paperwork.
In addition, having a solid knowledge of CITES regulations will allow you to
advise your customers and offer them a better customer service. Please keep in
mind that at Madinter we are at your disposal for any questions you may have.
Please do not hesitate to contact us.

Adapting to the changes in CITES regulations
In this section, we will give you some guidelines on how to declare your stocks
and process different types of CITES permits when they are required. This guide
has been written in Spain, and we have included detailed examples of the
procedures that will be required in Spain.
In other countries, procedures may vary slightly. You can contact your national
CITES authority to obtain details on how you should carry out these procedures.
Find your national CITES authority through this link:
http://www.cites.org/eng/cms/index.php/component/cp

Declaring your stocks
The first thing to do to adapt to the new CITES regulations is to declare the
stocks of the woods that will be entering CITES, whether raw wood or finished
musical instruments that contain these woods.
It is possible that, in some countries, declaring stocks will not be necessary.
However, in most countries it will be. Contact your national CITES authority to
obtain more information on how to carry out your declaration.

In Spain, stocks will have to be declared before requesting any export or
import CITES permit. The national authority will carry out inspections to
verify the accuracy of the declarations. However, as many people will
declare stocks, the inspections will take time. One does not have to wait
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to pass the inspection. Once the declaration is submitted, exporting can
begin.
How?
In the declaration, the following data must be included:
-

Botanical name
Quantity of pieces  in the case of finished products
Volume (in m3) and weight (in kg)  in the case of raw wood

Additional Documents
For stocks of a Dalbergia species that was already in CITES previously, for
example, Cocobolo (Dalbergia retusa), the following additional
documentation will have to be provided:
-

Invoice
BL, AWB or transport document  only if we have purchased it outside
the European Union
CITES permit  only if, when we bought it, it needed a CITES permit

The Dalbergia species that were already in CITES are:
-

Dalbergia cochinchinensis
Dalbergia granadillo
Dalbergia retusa
Dalbergia stevensonii
Dalbergia nigra
Dalbergia calycina (only if it comes from Guatemala)
Dalbergia cubilquitzensis (only if it comes from Guatemala)
Dalbergia darienensis (only if it comes from Panama)
Dalbergia glomerata (only if it comes from Guatemala)
Dalbergia tucurensis (only if it comes from Nicaragua or Guatemala)
Dalbergia baronii and any other Dalbergia coming from Madagascar

The rest of Dalbergia species, for example, Indian Rosewood (Dalbergia
latifolia) or African Blackwood (Dalbergia melanoxylon) have never
before been in CITES. Bubinga (Guibourtia demeusei, Guibourtia
pellegriniana and Guibourtia tessmannii) was also not in CITES before.
For these species, there is no need to provide a purchase invoice or any
additional documentation.
When?
In Spain, the deadline for declaring the stocks is January 2nd, 2018.
However, it is advisable to present the declaration as soon as possible, as
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import, export and re-export permits cannot be obtained until stocks have
been declared.
Where?
We will present the declaration at our local CITES office, which belongs to
the regional Department of Commerce. In this link you can see the
addresses and telephone numbers of all offices:
http://www.cites.es/es-ES/Paginas/contactenos.aspx
Once the declaration is made, a document is provided, which contains
the complete stock, a registration number in the CITES inventory is
assigned.
At the end of this guide, we have included an example of a stock
declaration.

You must separate your pre-convention stock from the purchases that are
made later.
The preconvention stock will always be identified with the number assigned.
When additional stocks are bought, they will be identified with a new number:
-

If it is an import: the number of the import permit that CITES provides.
If the purchase has been made within the European Union: the supplier’s
inventory number, which they must state in the invoice.

Imports
Starting January 2nd 2017, when one buys wood or finished products containing
any Dalbergia or Bubinga wood in a country outside the European Union, the
supplier must obtain a CITES export or re-export permit, and the purchaser will
have to apply for an import permit*.
The documentation that the supplier must provide includes a CITES export or reexport permit, issued by their country's CITES authority. Once the supplier sends
a copy of the permit, the purchaser will go to the CITES office to request the
import permit. A single permit must be processed per shipment, regardless of
the amount of wood (even of different species) sent.

In Spain, the cost of the permit is € 20, and the processing time is a
maximum of 30 days.
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permit
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ships the order, as the
processing of the CITES permit
can take some time, especially
as everyone is adapting to the
new regulations.
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Important Note: Dalbergias and Bubinga have
entered CITES Appendix II, therefore, CITES
permits are only required for transactions with
countries outside the European Union.
Dalbergia nigra (Brazilian Rosewood) is the
only Dalbergia that is listed in CITES Appendix I
and therefore requires CITES permits for
absolutely all transactions and movements. In
this guide, we do not go in depth about
Dalbergia nigra, as its situation has not
changed in the new CITES regulations.

If the order arrives in the
country before the purchaser
has the import permit, it will not
be able to go through to
customs, which can cause storage costs while an import permit is issued.
We recommend using a customs agent to process the import permit.

*Note: in the European Union countries, it is necessary to apply for a CITES
import permit when importing wood from CITES Appendix II. In other countries,
this may not be required. Contact your national CITES authority for more details:
http://www.cites.org/eng/cms/index.php/component/cp
At the end of this guide, we have included an example of a CITES import
permit.

Exports
Starting January 2nd, 2017, to export Rosewood (Dabergias) or Bubinga
(Guibourtia demeusei, Guibourtia pellegriniana and Guibourtia tessmannii), or
guitars containing these woods, a
CITES export or re-export permit
What is the difference between an export
has to be processed.
and a re-export permit?
A permit will only be necessary if
the wood or products are shipped
to countries outside the European
Union. For sales within the EU, no
CITES permit is required (the only
exception is Brazilian Rosewood,
Dalbergia nigra, which is the only
Dalbergia on CITES Appendix I,

The export permit is issued only the first
time the goods leave the country of
origin. Once the merchandise has been
exported for the first time, subsequent
exports will always be re-exports. For
practical purposes, both permits fulfill the
same function.
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and therefore ALWAYS requires a permit).
To request the re-export permit, one will have to go to the local CITES office and
provide the following documentation:
-

Commercial invoice
Updated stock declaration (we will explain how to update your stock
declaration later in this guide)

A single permit must be processed per shipment, regardless of the amount of
wood (even of different species) sent.

In Spain, the cost of the permit is € 20, and the processing time is a
maximum of 30 days.

A CITES permit consists of 4 sheets of paper: the original, which is grey, and a
yellow, green and pink copy.

Informing the customer
It is advisable to inform the customer
abroad when the CITES export or reexport permit has been obtained, as in
some countries the customer will then
have to apply for a CITES import permit.
This will depend on the country of
destination. For example, at the time of
writing this guide, in the USA and Japan
no import permit is required for CITES
Appendix II species. In Switzerland,
however, it is required.
This procedure must be done by the
customer, who is the importer.

The permit is processed at
the CITES office and is
stamped or signed by a
representative. Of the 4
copies, the pink copy is kept
at the CITES office. The
permit applicant must collect
the other copies (grey, green
and yellow). These three
sheets must be shipped with
the merchandise.
We
recommend,
before
shipping the permit with the
goods, making a photocopy
or a scanned copy, as it may
be useful until the customs
office returns the copy.

When the merchandise is shipped, the customs department of the transport
company must be informed, to ensure that the shipment will go undergo CITES
inspection at customs. At the customs office, the 3 copies of the permit that
travel with the merchandise (the original –grey- and the green and yellow
copies) will be stamped. The green copy will be kept at customs, the yellow
copy is returned to the exporter and the original grey must be sent to the
recipient so that they can submit it for customs clearance.
13
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Usually, if it is an air shipment, the shipping company will take the original CITES
permit (grey sheet) to destination, use it to clear the order at customs, and then
deliver it to the customer. If the order has been shipped by sea, the original
permit will be returned. Then, it goes to the recipient so they can clear the order
at customs.
Keep in mind that customs can request the inspection of the goods at the exit
and the entrance. Whenever this type of inspections take place, it is possible
that the merchandise is not repackaged correctly or even that products are
damaged.
It is important to use a trustworthy shipping company, to ensure that all
procedures are carried out correctly.
At the end of this guide, we have included an example of CITES re-export
permit.

Local transactions
CITES permits are not required within the European Union. However, when wood
or finished products containing Dalbergia or Bubinga wood are sold, the
following information must be included on the commercial invoice:
-

Botanical name
Volume (m3), in the case of raw wood, or number of pieces, in the case
of finished products.
Inventory number  this will be the preconvention stock number
assigned after declaring stocks, or the import permit number, if wood or
finished products are being sold that were imported after January 2nd,
2017.

This information will make it easier for customers to keep track of their CITEScontrolled wood and wood products purchases. If a buyer, at some point in the
future, decides to sell the wood or guitar outside the European Union, they will
be able obtain a CITES permit at their local CITES office by submitting the
purchase invoice.
Likewise, when buying from a supplier within the European Union, a CITES permit
will not be needed, but the supplier should include their CITES inventory number
in the commercial invoice. With this number, stocks can be kept up to date (we
explain how to update the stocks later in this guide)

Tourist permit
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What happens if a tourist buys an Indian Rosewood guitar in a store in Spain to
take it back to their country?
In Spain, for these special cases, there exists a CITES tourist re-export
permit. These permits can be requested beforehand (one can apply for
several permits at once), which contain the supplier’s data and the data
of the product, but not the customer’s data. The permit is already
stamped by the CITES office.
When a guitar is sold to the tourist, the seller fills out the permit with the
buyer’s data. The tourist must go to the customs office at the airport to
have the form stamped by customs.

Updating your stocks
As people continue to buy and sell wood and products, their CITES-controlled
inventory will vary. An updated stock declaration will have to be submitted to
obtain export permits. It is therefore advisable to keep the statement up to
date.
One has to keep the stocks under each inventory number separated. It is
possible that, for a single species, there are several inventory numbers. One can
have:
-

-

Preconvention stock number  this will be assigned by the local CITES
office at the first stock declaration.
Import permit number  corresponding, for example, to a purchase
from outside the European Union. The permit number identifies all the
stock that comes from that purchase.
Inventory number of an EU supplier  for example, two guitars that have
Indian Rosewood bridges were bought from an Italian supplier. On the
purchase invoice, the supplier states the botanical name, number of
pieces and inventory number. This is the number that identifies the bridge
of the guitar, it does not matter that the number corresponds to the
supplier.
In this case, if one day it is decided to export one of these guitars outside
the European Union, one submits to the CITES office the sales invoice, the
updated stock declaration and the purchase invoice of the
merchandise.

In the updated stock declaration is included:
-

The inventory number and starting balance
The stock status at the moment of the request
 Application number
 Invoice Number
15
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m3 or number of pieces in the application
Stock (in m3 or number of pieces)  in this section, subtract the
m3 included in the application, and also subtract the stock that
has been sold so far, even if it was sold within the EU and therefore
a permit was not requested.

At the end of this guide, we have included an example of an updated stock
declaration.

Frequently Asked Questions
Which woods have entered CITES?
The species of wood entering CITES on January 2nd 2017 are:
-

-

3 species of Bubinga
 Guibourtia demeusei
 Guibourtia pellegriniana
 Guibourtia tessmannii
All species of Dalbergia.

Dalbergia is a family that includes a large number of species (Dalbergia
latifolia, Dalbergia baronii, Dalbergia retusa, Dalbargia melanoxylon ...). All
species that begin with Dalbergia enter CITES on January 2nd 2017. Most of
these species are popularly known as Rosewoods (Indian Rosewood,
Madagascar Rosewood...). Others have different common names, such as
Cocobolo or African Blackwood.
There are many other species that have NOT entered CITES, and do not require
any type of permit or procedure. We have seen that many people have doubts
about the following species:
-

Cameroonian Ebony (Diospyros crassiflora Hiern)
Ovangkol (Guibourtia ehie)
Ziricote (Cordia dodecandra)
Bocote (Cordia eleagnoides)

These species have NOT entered CITES, no further processing is required.
Is my guitar made of one of these woods?
Many guitars have pieces made of Bubinga or some Dalbergia. For example,
one of the most used woods in guitars: Indian Rosewood (Dalbergia latifolia). If
you are not sure which wood your guitar is made of, you can ask the
manufacturer.
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My guitar has Indian Rosewood or another Dalbergia or Bubinga, do I have to
declare it?
It is not compulsory to declare the guitar. However, if you do not declare it, the
guitar cannot be sold outside the European Union.
If you declare it, you ensure that you will not have problems if at some point in
the future you decide to sell it. Even if you sell it within the European Union,
although no permit is required, your buyer may be interested to purchase a
guitar that has been declared at CITES.
In addition, if regulations change in the future, a guitar that is declared in CITES
will not have problems to adapt to the change.
My guitar only has a small veneer, bridge, headplate or binding made of Indian
Rosewood. Do I have to declare such a small quantity?
Yes. The amount of wood the guitar contains is not important. If it contains any
amount of Dalbergia or Bubinga, it is in CITES.
I have a guitar made from Brazilian Cedar (Cedrela odorata), American
Mahogany (Swietenia macrophylla) or other wood that is in CITES, but it is not a
Dalbergia or Bubinga. Do I have to declare it or do any CITES procedures?
No. It is true that there are other woods, besides Dalbergias and Bubinga, that
are in CITES. However, only Dalbergias and Bubinga require CITES permits when
they are in finished products.
Therefore, a guitar with a Cedar neck and American Mahogany backs and
sides does not need CITES paperwork. Only raw wood does.
I have given a CITES tourist permit to a tourist from a country outside the
European Union. What happens if the tourist does not go to the customs office at
the airport?
If the tourist does not go through customs, they may have problems if, in the
future, they decide to sell the guitar abroad. Their CITES national authority will
request the purchase invoice and the CITES permit stamped at customs, and
they will not have it stamped.
As a seller, you have done the necessary paperwork, therefore, you have no
responsibility.
I am a musician and I have an Indian Rosewood guitar (Dalbergia latifolia). I
want to travel with my guitar outside the European Union. Do I need a CITES
permit?
No. Dalbergias and Bubinga have a #15 CITES annotation. This annotation
includes an exception for "non-commercial exports of a maximum total weight
17
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of 10 kg per shipment". This means that you can travel the world with your guitar
without any CITES permits, as long as you do not sell it.
It does not matter if you earn money playing your guitar abroad. The only thing
you cannot do is sell the guitar during the trip.
Only Brazilian Rosewood (Dalbergia nigra) needs a CITES permit for a noncommercial export, for example, if you are travelling with your guitar.
I have shipped a guitar containing Dalbergia wood or Bubinga outside the
European Union before January 2nd 2017, but the guitar will arrive later. What
should I do?
In Spain, retroactive re-export permits will be issued for these cases. We will
have to submit to our CITES office, in addition to the sales invoice and our stock
declaration, the transport document proving that the guitar was shipped
before January 2nd 2017.
Contact your national CITES authority for information on how to deal with these
cases.
I have been shipped wood or guitars containing Dalbergia or Bubinga wood
from outside the European Union before January 2nd 2017, but the merchandise
will arrive later. What should I do?
In Spain, retroactive import permits will be issued for these cases. We will have
to submit to our CITES office, in addition to the purchase invoice, the transport
document proving that the guitar was shipped before January 2nd 2017.
Contact your national CITES authority for information on how to deal with these
cases.
Do these changes affect the Brazilian Rosewood (Dalbergia nigra)?
No. Brazilian Rosewood (Dalbergia nigra) is the only Dalbergia that is in CITES
Appendix I, without annotation. It ALWAYS REQUIRES a permit, for all
transactions and movements. The stocks of this wood have been declared
since 1992, therefore, we have not gone into detail about it.
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More questions?
At Madinter we have years of experience with CITES legislation. Please do not
hesitate to contact us with any questions. We will be happy to help.

Madinter Trade S.L.
Calle Granito 5
Polígono Industrial Puente Madrid
28412 Cerceda, Madrid
www.madinter.com
Telf: 918463679
Email: madinter@madinter.com
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Appendices

Stock declaration example
Stock declaration
January 3rd 2017
Martín Martínez Martínez
Calle Mayor nº5, 3ºA
28001 Madrid
DNI: 12345678-A
Telephone: 611 22 33 44 / 91 121 12 21
Email: martin@gmail.com
Species: Indian Rosewood (Dalbergia latifolia)
Finished products
Guitar bridge
Guitar headplate
Guitar fingerboard
TOTAL

Qty
10
9
11
30 pieces

Wood
Fingerboard 500x70x9mm
Guitar backs 550x210x5mm
TOTAL

Qty
3
10

m3
0,000945m3
0,005775m3
0,00672m3

Qty
1
5

m3
0,000315m3
0,0045m3
0,004815m3

Species: Cocobolo (Dalbergia retusa)
Wood
Fingerboard 500x70x9mm
Block 600x100x15mm
TOTAL
Additional documents:
-

Purchase invoice nº 00001815. Cocobolo (Dalbergia retusa)

Madrid, January 3rd 2017

Signed
Martín Martínez Martínez
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Import permit example

Exporter’s data

CITES Authority stamp

Customs stamp
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Re-export permit example

Importer’s data

CITES Authority stamp

Customs stamp (this permit has
not gone through customs yet,
therefore it is not stamped.)
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Updated stock declaration example

Stock declaration
Species: Cocobolo (Dalbergia retusa)
June 15th 2017
Martín Martínez Martínez
Calle Mayor nº5, 3ºA
28001 Madrid
DNI: 12345678-A
Telephone: 611 22 33 44 / 91 121 12 21
Initial stock: ESABMAD027  0,004815m3
Application
number
ESAB0000/17E
ESAB0015/17E

Invoice

M3

2152
2231

0,000315m3
0,0009m3

Remaining stock
m3
0,0045m3
0,0036m3

Note: at the time the application is submitted, the stock that is included in the
application must be subtracted from the remaining stock.
In this example, on the first line of the declaration, the remaining stock is the
initial stock (0,004815m3) minus the m3 that have been included in the
application (0,000315m3).
0,004815m3 - 0,000315m3 = 0,0045m3
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